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Preface

CENTURIES BEFORE the great Saint Tukaram
puts it thus "Trees and Plants are the Kith and
kin of a man". Time in past has experienced the
generosity of environment to cater to the need of
human beings and their developments. Nature
has played a vital role in inffuencing the design
of custom, culture and civilisation. Perennially
the environment has showered motherly
affection on mankind. In the course of time,
mankind has not maintained the gratitude due to
the environmental benevolence. Civilised
passion for urbanisation and modernisation is
apt, however, to be unmindful of.environmental
patronage. Modem civilisation in its wake has
preferred standard of living at the peril of
standard of nature's life. For a little artificial
beauty, modernisation is tempted to inflict
enormous cruelty on the nature. The momentary
thrill of big game has abetted inhuman treatment
to wild life. Characterstically mankind could not
foresee the impending danger. Now it stands
between the devil and the deep sea. The crisis for
the present generation is unassessable whereas
for incoming generation, it would be a problem
of survival. Unnatural death is slowly but
steadly. approaching.

Leg~lativ~development

The last century did not sense the gravity of
the incoming situation. Civilisation took formal
legislative measures to deal with the
environmental problems.

The Indian Penal Code, 1860 constituted
spreading infection of dangerous diseases,
fouling or corrupting water, making the
atmosphere noxious to health, etc. as penal
offences.
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The Police Act 1861 prevented slaughtering of
animals at public places.

Indian Easement Act, 1962 recognised
individual easementary right to air, light and
access for beneficial enjoyment of land and
building, to be enforced against another
individual. This Act has, however, also
recognised individual prescriptive right to
pollute air and water.

Indian ForestAct, 1865 regulates matters in the
forest.

Criminal Procedure Code, 1989 authorised the
Executive to remove public nuisance and to
prohibit occupations injurious to public health.

These legislative measures were more
contingent. They could not comprehend
incoming danger or plan on a long term basis.

Pro First World War era

Till the first world war, the environment was
more neglected than damaged. Pollution and
environmental problems were mostly domestic.
Battles and-warfare were carried more under the
shelter and with the support of environment.
Besides sufficient damage to environment,
industrialisation and automobilisation have been
the gift of the first world war: This has surpassed
the man-made pollution. Institutionalised and
instrumentalised pollution has come into being.

Indian Forest Act, 1927 came into being by
repealing and revitalising the Act of 1865.

Motor Vehicles Act, 1939 section 70 was
introduced to regulate emission, smoke, visible
vapour, etc. from the vehicles.

However, the provisions were not
effectively implemented and the problem of
vehicular pollution has become enormous in
cities. In the quest of economic prosperity,
environmental consciousness became more and




















