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28 8  APPENDIX TO FIFTH REPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE

T H E

E x t r a c t  from F O R T  S T .  G E O R G E  R e v e n u e  Consultations, of the
2 7 th  O cto b er  18 0 7 .

honourable the P re sid e n t records the follow ing M i n u t e : with  
Enclosure.

A s  the im p ortance  of the C e d ed  D istricts to the honourable C o m 
p an y ,  both in a political light, and as a  valuable

Extract Fort St. George gource of existing public revenue, has frequently 
Revenue Consultations, , r ii. i_ /-> i26 Oct. 1807. drawn the attention or the honourable Court,

as w ell as of this go ve rn m e n t, to the best mode
M inute of the P re s id e n t; o f  m a n a g e m e n t  f o r  t h o s e  e x t e n s i v e  p o s s e s s i o n s ,

tTicts."^26 O ct fsoV it becam e a p rim ary  d u ty  upon me,_ on m y su c c e s
sion to the go ve rn m e n t of this presidency, to take  

into m y  most mature deliberation, assisted b y  the best authorities I 
could consult, the most e xped ien t measures to be  pursued upon the resig
nation of Colonel Munro, that the public might suffer the least possible  
injury, b y  the departure of that enlightened officer, and that the principles  
he had acted upon with so much success, might still continue to be the 
guide of the revenue administration in that p rovin ce. U p o n  this 
subject I had m any con versation s with the late p resid en t of the council 
and Colonel Munro, as well as with the p resent members of the 
government, and the result of my best and p erfectly  unbiassed refiec- 
tion is, that it is m y  duty to recom m end to the council, the adoption  
of Colonel M unro's su ggestions, contained in the m em orandum  which  
I have now the honour to submit to the board. I believe  it w as not 
the intention of Colonel M unro that this pap er should be considered,  
as a  public d o c u m e n t ; but I trust I shall ap p ea r justified in producing  
it, as I consider it as a testimony too honourable to the merits of the 
late collector, and too creditable to the gentlenjen whom  he re c o m 
mends, to be withheld from the records.

Mr. T h a c k e r a y  h avin g declined, for re aso n s which I could not 
disapprove, the c harge of the C e d ed  Districts, I b e g  le av e  to recom m end  
that M essrs. G a h a g a n , S h a w ,  and Chaplin, be  ap p o in ted  collectors of 
the three divisions of the province, as e xplain ed  in Colonel M u n ro ’s 
m e m o ra n d u m ; that the division should be the same, as the three  
judicial zillahs, with this alteration, th at the district of Y a r k e e  should be 
transferred from the southern to the western, or Bellari  division, for 
the reasons given b y  the la te  collector.

T h e  pleasure I have felt in p erusin g the a c c o m p a n y in g  paper, so 
descriptive of present com fort and tranquillity in the country, and so  
flattering to the hopes of future im provem ent, induce me to conclude  
this minute with the follow ing e x t r a c t :

“ If no alteration is attempted, the C e d e d  D istricts  will yield, one  
“  y e a r  with another, about 18 lacks of p a g o d as : and it will never be  
“  n ecessary  to call out a  single S e p o y  to support the collections. B u t  
“  the importance of the C e d e d  D istricts  does not rest merely upon the 
“  production of a  gre at  revenue. In a  political an d  military view, th ey  
“  are of still higher value ; for they are now, w h at the C a rn a tic  form erly



“  was, the country from which our armies, w hen em ployed in the  
“  D e c c a n ,  must draw all their supplies of cattle and provisions. A ll  
"  these considerations, urge the e x p e d ie n c y  of keepin g the C e d e d  
“  Districts, as they n o w  are ; and of not risking a n y  thiiiCT, b y  a change  
“ of men and m e a s u r e s ."

3 6 o ” S r ; S o 7 .  }  W I L L I A M  P E T R I E .

T H E  revenue of the Ced ed  Districts, when under the Nizam, was
declining rapidly e ve ry  year. A n  arm y was

Memorandum of Col. constantly in the field, whose expense consumed 
Munro as to the Ceded 11 ' j  li .
Districts. tlie collections ; an d  the cou n try  was altogether

in such a distracted state, that the Nizam seems
to have g ive n  it up to the C o m p an y, because he could not retain it, ia
subjection. T h e  country is now quiet, and well-affected. N o  troops
are required in it, for the preservation of internal tranquillity •, and the
reven ue is collected, with the g reatest  ease.

T h e  w a y  most likely to secure these a d v an tag e s would be, to 
continue, as nearly  as possible, the system  of m anagem ent which has 
been observed, during the last seven years.  T h is  might easily be 
effected, b y  ap p o in tin g  Mr. T h a c k e r a y  principal collector, who, from 
his gen eral k n o w le d ge  of revenue, his expe rie n ce  in the Ceded Districts,  
and his acquaintance with the inhabitants, is the person best qualified 
for that situation. In the event of his declin in g  it, the next best mode
of arran g em en t would be, to divide the districts into tw o  divisions, each
to b e  under a principal and sub-collector, and the divisions con tain in g  
re sp ectively  the sam e districts, that w ere  entered in the two zillahs, 
which I formerly recom m ended to the board of revenue, to be establish
ed. T h is  plan is h ow ever objectionable, under present circum stances,  
because there are not two sub-collectors in the C e d e d  Districts, who  
have had sufficient e x perien ce to act, as principals, and because the 
introduction of n ew  men into them, unacquainted with tlie mode of 
m anagem ent, and with the inhabitants and poligars, might be attended  
with bad con sequ en ces, both to the reven ue and the peace of the 
country. [ 7 9 5 ]

It would, therefore be  advisable, in place  of two principals, to have  
three ordinary collectors ; to divide the country into three divisions ; 
and to appoint the present sub-collectors to the m anagem ent of them.

Mr, G a h a g a n  has been  em ployed in the Ced ed  D istricts betw een  
four and five y e a r s  ; and Messrs. S h a w  and Chaplin, bet'.veen three and  
four. T h e  system  v.hich no w prevails, is familiar to them. T h e y  know  
the disposition of the inhabitants, and the characters of the native  
servants ; and from these, and other causes, they are better calculated  
than a n y  other set of men, to conduct the affairs of the C eded District.s 
successfully.

It is essential to the welfare of that province, that there should not  
only be no actual change, but that nothing should be done which might  
excite a  suspicion, that a n y  w as intended. T h e  disturbances b y  which  
it w as formerly agitated, have been too rec ently  settled, to render it 
either prudent or safe to hazard an y experim en t of innovation. T h e  
appointment of n e w  men, would shake the confidence of the inhabitants
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in the stability of the present s y s t e m ; would r e v i v e  the hopes and  
obsolete pretensions of fugitive poligars ; and m ig h t  throw things into 
a state of confusion, from which they w o u ld  not ag a in  be easily  
extricated.

If no alteration is attemped, the Ced ed  D istricts  will yield, one  
y ea r  with another, about eighteen lacs of p a g o d a s  ; and it will n e ve r  be 
n e ce ssary  to call out a  single se p o y  to support the collections. B u t  the 
importance of the C e d ed  D istricts  does not rest m e re ly  upon the 
production of a g r e a t  revenue. In a political an d  m ilitary v ie w , they  
are of still higher value ; for th e y  are now, what the C arn a tic  formerly  
was, the country from which our armies, when em p loyed  in the D e c ca n ,  
must d raw  all their supplies of cattle and provisions. A l l  these c o n 
siderations, urge the e x p e d ie n c y  of k e e p in g  the C e d e d  Districts, as 
they n o w  are ; and of not risking an y thing, b y  a ch a n ge  of men or 
measures.

T h e  three divisions should be tlie sam e as the three judicial  
zillahs, with the exception only, that the district of Y a r k e e  should be 
transferred from the southern to the western or B e lla r y  division, 
because its nullahs and cultivation on the river Penuah, are intermixed  
with those of that division. T h e  an nual revenue of the western  division, 
would be nearly seven lacs ; and of each of the other two, about fi,ve 
and a half lacks of p agodas.

Thom as M u n ro .

T h e  Bo ard  con currin g in the recom m en d ation  con tain ed  in the 
Resolution thereon. fo rego in g Minute, it is orderefl that the a p p o in t

ments be c o m m u n ic a te d  to the gen tlem en , and  
to tlie B o ard  of R e v e n u e .

E x t r a c t  from R e v e n u e  D ispatch  from S t .  G e o r g e  ; d a t e d  
2 i s t  O cto b er 18 0 7.

Para. 260. Mr. P e t r ie  reviewed the services of Lieu ten an t-  
Colonel M u n ro  in the C e d e d  Districts, noticed  

atch^from '̂st"'^Geo?'e grad u al augm entation w h ich  he had produced
cTct̂  1807!" Qf j-ijg revenue, from 12^ lacs to 18 lacs of

S .  p ags. per annum ; and the gen eral am eliora
tion and im p ro vem en t of the manners and habits of the inhabitants of 
the C e d e d  Districts, which had kep t pace with the in crease  of revenue.  
Fr o m  disunited hordes of lawless plunderers and free-booters, they are 
now stated to be as far ad van ced  in civilization, submission to the laws,  
an d  obed ien ce to the m agistrates, as a n y  of the su bje cts under this 
go ve rn m e n t.  T h e  reven u es are collected with f a c i l i t y ; e v e r y  one  
seem s satisfied with his s i t u a tio n ; and the re g re t  of the people is 
u niversal on the departure of the principal collector.

E x t r a c t  from G e n e ra l  R e p o r t  of B o a rd  of R e v e n u e  at F o rt  
S t.  G e o r g e ;  dated ^th O c to b e r  18 0 8 .

Extract General Report * 5 6 - W e  had the honour to conclude
of Board of Revenue, Fort our ad d ress b)  ̂ inserting the fo llo w in g  S t a te m e n t  
St. G eorge ; sth Oct. of the collections derived from these districts,  

■ from F u s ly  1 2 1 0  to 1 2 1 7 *  inclusive, a series of
•  lEoi to 1807.8. eig h t years,  constituting the whole period of

tim e,'d u rin g  which they had been su bject to the 
C o m p a n y ’ s go ve rn m e n t. [ 7 9 6 ]
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1 5 7 .  T h e  judicious policy, w e  remarked,  
could not be too highly applauded, b y  which  
Lieut.-C olonel M unro,fixing in the first 
instance, on a moderate scale of jumma, and  
increasing, i t ’only as the means of the renters,  
an d  the cap acity  of the country, enabled him 
safely  to do, ad van ced  these p rovinces from 
the almost ultimate point of declension, to 
which they bad been sunk b y  a w e a k  and  
im provident governm ent, to the d e g r e e  of 
com parative prosperity and promise, in which  
they now remain.

15 8 .  T h e  exam ple vve believe to be  
unparalleled in the revenue annals of this 
p residen cy, of so extensive a tract of territory, 
with a b o d y of inhabitant.s little accustom ed  
to passive submission and legitimate obe
dience to the ruling authority, reduced, from 
confusion to o r d e r ;  and a mass of revenue, 
am ounting to no less a sum than 1 , 1 9 , 9 0 , 4 1 9  
star pags. being regularly, and at length  
readily collected, with a remission, on the 
whole, of only 3 , 4 1 5 .  28. 22.  p ag o d as or
I fanam 2 2  cash per cent.

15 9 .  A m id st  the cares and exertions of 
conducting and sustaining such an extensive  
series of collections, Lieut.-Colonel Munro,  
at the sam e time com menced, prosecuted, and  
accom plished the arduous duty of surveying,  
classifying, and assessing, with a moderate,  
but adequate money-rent, the whole range  
of these provinces. T h is  su rvey had cost  
the C o m p a n y  between eigh ty  and ninety  
thousand pagodas. T h e  result of it w as  
reported to government, in our letter of 5th 
S e p te m b e r 18 0 7  ; an d  we had only further to 
observe, on this occasion, that it would be 
of important use, as a guide for a  long time 
to come, not only to collectors, in regulating  
the operations of revenue detail, but also, 
to the local judicial authorities, in cases of 
civil'adjudication.

16 0 .  From  the com parative statement  
of thfe”'r ev e n u es of the C e d e d  D istricts for  
F u s l i e s * i 2 i 6  an d  1 2 1 7 ,  as  entered in the 
report above recited, the customs were  
altogether excluded, because their actual  
am ount for the latter period, could not be 
ascertained until the expiration of the Fusly,  
and because the usual substitute for an 
estimate could not be  supplied, the collector 
of Bellary  h avin g  -omitted to furnish the 
estimate for his particular di\ision. [ 7 9 7 ]

Note. The value at which 
they were ceded was 
S. Fags. ...16 ,5 1,4 6 5 .

The first year’s 
juinma was S. Pags. 19,06,543.

Inclusive of Kurnoul, Pesh- 
cush, and last year’s collections.

The sum of S. Pags 
24,674. 26. 48. in the foregoing 
statement, for Fusly, I2 !0 , is 
composed of remissions made 
to poligars, in conscquence of 
events which took place before 
the introduction of the Com
pany’s government, and could 
not be prevented.

The sum of S. Pags. 
8 ,15 8 . 4 ! .  4  remitted in Fusly 
1206, was restored to renters, in 
consequence of the orders of 
government, after having been 
actually collected.

These sums, are therefore 
deducted from the total of 
remissions.

•  I  £06-7.

1807-8.


