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MULLA AND PRATT ON THE INDIAN STAMP ACT (7th ed. 1990).
By Salil K. Roy Chowdhury and H.K. Saharay. N. M. Tripathi Pvt,
Ltd., Bombay. Pp. xxxv - 479. Price Rs. 130.

THE SUBJECT of the “rates of stamp duty in respect of documents other
than those specified in the provisions of List I with regard to rates of stamp
duty” is covered in Entry 63 of the List II-State List. Therefore, though
the Indian Stamp Act was enacted in 1899 for India as a whole, the current
rates of stamp duty are to be found only in the various amendments made
by the states to the articles in the schedule to the Stamp Act. Hence a
commentary on the Indian Stamp Act is useful only when it gives the reader
all the state amendments so made.

The chief merit of the present book is that it purports to give all the diffe-
rent rates of stamp duty in respect of the various documents liable to such
duty under the schedule to the Indian Stamp Act as fixed by the various
states.

As for the commentary on the sections and articles of the Stamp
Act, it is substantially the commentary written by Mulla and Pratt. The
late D.F. Mulla was by far the commentator par excellence in India. His
commentaries have been marked by clarity and precision. A perusal of
the citation of the case law in this book would show that the cases digested
are mostly those which have been so digested by Mulla and Pratt. Though
the latest statutory amendments made by the states to the Stamp Act seem
to have been covered, reference to the recent judicial decisions is conspicuous
by its absence. This is not surprising. The editors of Mulla’s Commen-
taries, whether of the Code of Civil Procedure, volumes 1 and 2 or of the
Stamp Act have not been able to bring the case law in these commentaries
upto date. With this reservation, the book is, as it has always been, a good
standard commentary on the Stamp Act by Mulla and Pratt and is recom-
mended to the reading public as such. An interested reader will have to
supplement the commentary with his own research in respect of the latest
judicial decisions.

V. S. Deshpande*

* Former Executive Chairman, Indian Law Institute, former Chief Justice, Delhi
High Court, New Delhi.
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