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Punishment
T H E PU N ISH M EN T for the offence o f  defam ation under scction 500 o f the 
Indian i’cnal Code is simple im prisonm ent upto tw o years o r with fine or with 
both. W ith reference to  this scction, the Law Comm ission o f  India, in its 
Report on the Indian Penal Code,1 recommended tha t the punishment should be 
im prisonm ent o f  either description up to  tw o years and further recommended 
tha t where the defam atory statem ent has been published in a newspaper and 
thus made known to  a  large num ber o f  persons, the fact o f the offender’s con
viction should be similarly published. The cost o f  publication should be re
coverable from  the convicted person as a  fine. Accordingly, the Law Comm is
sion recommended that section 500 should be revised as under :

500. Punishment for defamation—

(1) W hoever defames another shall be punished with im prisonm ent o f 
cither description for a  term which may extend to  tw o years, o r with 
fine, o r with both.

(2) Where the offence has been com m itted by publishing an im putation in 
a newspaper, the C ourt convicting the offender may further order tha t 
its judgm ent shall be published, in whole o r in part, in such news
paper as it may specify.

(3) The cost o f  such publication shall be recoverable from  the convicted 
person as a  fine.

The Second Press Commission also in its report* expressed its agreement 
with this recom m endation o f the Law Commission.

The recom mendation o f the Law Commission deserves to  be implemented.

1. Law Commission o f India, 42nd Report 331, para 21.5 (1971).
2. Report o f  the Secoud Pres s Commission, vol. 1, pp. 44-45, para 73, (1982).


