Jn e $YOROTHTA RICKS.

BB we think he is entitled to his costs down to an inclusive
Bfitke scttiement of issues.  His subsequent costs we think
fast be borne by himself, He did not then object that the
st ought not to proceed agrinst him, but beset ap his
alleged titke, and throughont the hearing vigoronsly con-
tested the factum of execuvion, and 1t is diffienlt to believe
that he has not influenced the other defendunts 1n the course
which they have taken.

IxsoLvENT JURISDICTION (0)
In the matter of Dororuea Ricks, an Insolvent.

The Iusolvent, who was born in England of English parents, was
the widow of a Surgeon, and resided at Salem for some time before and
at the time of the presentation of her petition to the Court.

Held, that the 5th Section of the Insolvent Debtors’ Actis as appli-
cable to a “ British subject” (in the sense in which that appellation is
used in the charter of the late Supreme Court) resident within the
jurisdiction of the High Court of Madras, as to an inhabitant within
the local limits of the Town of Madras,

IN this case the following jodgment, from which the
facts sufficiently appear, wasdelivered by

BirtLESTON, J. :—Some doubt arose on the hearing of
the matters of the petition in this case as tothe Conrt’s
jurisdiction. I have since considered the provisions of the
charter of the late Supreme Court at Madras, and am of opi-
uion that the Court has jurisdiction to entertain the petition.

The lnsolvent 1s the widow of a Surgeon,and it appear-
ed from her evidence that for some time before and at the
time of the presentation of her petition to the Court she
was resident at Salem. But it also appeared that she was
born in England of English parents,and therefore a “British
sabject” in the sense in which that appellation is used in
the charter ot the late Supreme Court, and the doubt at the
hearing was whether jurisdiction under the Insolvent
Debtors’ Act, XI Vie. Cap.21, executed to “DBritish subjects”
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resident beyond the limits of the local jarisdiction of the

— Supreme Conrs, and which are now the limits of the High

Court’s ordinary original jurisdiction.

There has uot, it seems,been a jndicial decision express-
1y ou the point, bus the records of the Couarv show that
Turopean British suljects resident in different parts of the
Madras Presidency have obtained the beunefit of the Act.

The letters pateut establishing the High Conrt leave
untouched the jurisdiction of the Insolvent Counrt, and the
provision in Section 5 of the lusolvent Debtor’s Act, so fur
s it is material to stabe in the preseut case, is that any per-
son may petition for the benefic of the Aect ¢ who shall
reside within the jnvisdiction of the Sapreme Court at
Madras?. This language certainly refers to a jurisdiction
limited in point of locality 3 but it is not, I think, oun thas
acconnt applicable only to the local' limits of the town of
Madras, within which, under one provision of the charter,
the Supreme Court possessed jurisdiction over all classes of
inhabitants. The words are general, *“ within the jorisdic-
tion of the Supreme Conurt,” and locality was also an
element of the jarisdiction given to the Sanpreme Court over
¢« British Subjects.” The provision in the charter as to
this extended the jurisdiction of the Conrt « to all persons
heretofore described and distingunished in the charters of
the Courts of Justice for Madras by the appellation of
British subjects, who shall reside within any of the Factories
subject to, or dependent upon, the Government of Madras.”
This clearly couferred a locally limited jurisdiction, and the
enactment therefore in the 5th Section of the Insolvent
Debtors’ Act is, I think,as applicable to a “British subject”
resident within the prescribed limits, asto an inhabitant
within the local limits of the Town of Madras.

For these reasons I am of opinion that the Insolvent
Yourt has jurisdiction, and the order for the personal dis-
charge of the petitioner may be issued.





