
PART III

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS

General

12. In this Part, unless the context otherwise
requires, "the State" includes the Government and
Parliament of India and the Government and the
Legislature of each of the States and all local or other
authorities within the territory of India or under the
control of the Government of India.

13. (I) All laws in force in the territory of India
immediately before the commencement of this Consti
tution, in so far as they are inconsistent with the pro
visions of this Part, shall, to the extent of such incon
sistency, be void.

(2) The State shall not make any law which takes
away or abridges the rights conferred by this Part and
any law made in contravention of. this clause shall, to
the extent of the contravention, be void.

(3) In this article, unless the context otherwise
requires,-

(a) "law" includes any Ordinance, order, bye
law, rule, regulation, notification, custom
or usage having in the territory of India
the force of law;

(b) "laws in force" includes laws passed or made
by a Legislature or other competent
authority in the territory of India before
the commencement of this Constitution
and not previously repealed, notwithstand
ing that any such law or any part thereof
may not be then in operation either at all
or in particular areas.

Right to Equality

14. The State shall not deny to any person equality
before the law or the equal protection of the laws
within the territory of India.
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THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA

WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly Preamble.

resolved to constitute India into a SOVEREIGN
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC and to secure to all its

citizens:

JUSTICE, social, economic and political;

LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith

and worship;

EQUALITY of status and of opportunity;

and to promote among them all

FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the indivi

dual and the unity of the Nation;'

. IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY this

twenty-sixth day of November, 1949, do HEREBY
ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE--rO OURSELVES

THIS CONSTITUTION.
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PART I

THE UNION AND ITS TERRITORY

1. (1) India, that is Bharat, shall be a Union of
States.

(2) The States and the territories thereof shall be
the States and their territories specified in Parts A, B
and C of the First Schedule.

(3) The territory of India shall comprise

(a) the territories of the States;

(b) the territories specified-in Part D of the First
Schedule; and

(c) such other territories as may be acquired.

2. Parliament may by law admit into the Union,
or establish, new States on such terms and conditions
as it thinks fit.

3. Parliament may by law-

(a) form a new State by separation of territory
from any State or by uniting two or more
States or parts of States or by uniting any
territory to a part of any State;

(b) increase the area of any State;

(c) diminish the area of any State;

(d) alter the boundaries of any State;

(e) alter the name of any State:

Provided that no Bill for the purpose shall be intro
duced in either House of Parliament except on the
recommendation of the President and unless, where
the proposal contained in the Bill affects the boun
daries of any State or States specified in Part A or
Part B of the First Schedule or the name or names of
any such State or States, the views of the Legislature
of the Smte or, as the case may be, of each of the
States both with respect to the proposal to introduce
the Bill and with respect to the provisions thereof
have been ascerteined by the President.



Part I.-The Union and its Terriioryr-Art. 4.

4. (1) Any law referred to in article 2 or article 3
shall contain such provisions for the amendment of
the First Schedule. and the Fourth Schedule as may
be necessary to give effect to the provisions of the
law and may also contain such supplemental, inci
dental and consequential provisions (including provi
sions as to representation in Parliament and in the
Legislature or Legislatures of the State or States
affected by such law) as Parliament may deem neces
sary.

(2) No such law as aforesaid shall be deemed to be
an amendment of this Constitution for the purposes
of article 368.
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