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irrigated area «t PUj,1j ab and H2l'yanCl.. 1411i18 exc cs s

,,! vater cre~tec1 eCl)logical destruct 1r ,:1. in 'i;h~sr. Cr\S .::8,

improper end unsu s t atn abt e US3 o r vlat<;;r Ln tb e arid ~.'nd

sE.m.!-arid r egions ge ner ated ecology mf)v:.,,:'.1,;:rGS :tn dif'f e:('on"i;

wfJY. The 2llti-e1rnug ht E.nd desertific f:'ti0n novem cnt s

which are Called water IDr:VSill,:>nts in strict sense are

becoming particularly strong in th:.: dry araes 'if

Maharashtrs, Karnataka, Rajasthan, Orissa etc. Ecological

water ·US!:! for s urvdv al, is being advocated by water b as od

movements like ~ani Chatna, P13ni Panchay at, Mukti Sangharsh

etc. Another nlClj or movem ent originating frl'lffi the aco Lc--

gicel destruction f)f recourses by gr0wth bas~ devell)pmp.nt

1s spre ad Ing all a10ng too 7,000 km, long co as t line

of Ind ia. It is the movomcnt ,.,t E snal.L fis hing commu-

ni ties against th,:: GC0l..,gicel destruction c su scd by

m8chanised fishing whose inst~nt profit motive is

d estrnyin:; the co as t al. ecology and its long term binl0

gicel pr,.,duc-clvity in a b13 W/1Y.

II. Cle.ss ific atitJn rlf Peopl8' s movemen'b'relating
tD water r esounce 2nd water based resources.

To know th 6 d stails ·)f these; wster ;'1f)V em€n ts I

visited many NGOs ana sf)cial action groups. Ther·o is

lack 0f docuJiE:nt;;tiDn on the SUbject. I had approached

some activists who t,.,ld me th2t I cannot get anysys

tematic information. It can only b2 gathered t'rrm
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vesioUS articles and bo oks written on the ecology:>na

environment. It is scattered CiVer a dlsjoi:1tecl li-c.c::',::

ture from whGre we tried to collect some inf0rQ2tion

and the sam(-) is produced in this p aper ,

Water is (3 l1<:-ctUl'al r 8S0UrC13 that is used for ;:'

variety of pu rp oses , ThesE' include household consumpt Lcn ,

irrigation, energy jiroductLon, large hydro-electric

projects, micro-hyd1e and water Dills, industry and

commerc e,

For each of these use, there are a large number f)f

users. This leads to no t only competing needs but

also to conflicts for access to a given re sourco ,

The basic challenge of water resource malagement,

therefore, is noc only to develop adequate water resources

for different USES, but also to ensure their equiteb1e

sharing so that conflicts in society arising from competi

tion f'Jr aCC t3 S S ar e also n:inimised. Equit able she..ring,

however, does not su~ply mean equal apportionment, but it

takes into account desired prioritif:s within the different

Uses. Con s crv at ion and pDllution control i41plies that the

available wQter is used most efficiently, in the tech~

nolugical and social sense, i.e. technollJgical efficiency

in accordance with a defin8d 'set ,)f priorities of the

demands.
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Keeping in view the above facts, W;3 e en divide

the movements under the c at ego r Les of access, USE'; cr1ci

productivity. The other classificatio~maY be dnn e ')n

the ground ~,f water as a r e sounc e and water based

resources. Fishermen struggles '3tc~ C ome una er th;~

latter eategl")ry. We can't put a movenent Into aparti

cular categ..,ry. SOme movements are related to both

movement against water pollUtion of a river on the one

hand and movement for the survival ,-)f fishermel'l on the

other. Jtwould be better tc divide these movements

un:1 er following categories'

( 1) An tiJ!oOdraugh t Mo v.?nK"nts

(2) Anti-Pollution Movements (include Fishermen struggle)

(3) Anti-Dam Movements

(4) Anti~Caste Movements

The anti..arought and desertification movements

are becoming p a:r.ticul a1'1y strong in dry ar e as 0 f the

country. Ecological water use for survival is being

advilcatea by water based movements like Pani Panchayat

etc. such movoraen ts are put under first category i.e.

of access t'1 water. Some movements originate frl')m

th 8 destruct iDa of water resources thl"ough pollution

which are pI acad under second category. TheS'~ are

also so many movemcnbs of fishing communt ties aga1n~t

the ecologicB~ dastruetion in this cnuntry as th(d.r



IvIr) voment ag ai.ns t Orient Paper Mills

Movement against Gwelior Rayons

MOVel:l3nt against Harihar P0lyf1ber
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survival is based upon survival r)f fish. Such tY)6 if

movements may also be plaeed uno or tln ssne cat:(s()T'Y.

!~J:!!,N.3£~9...a, J.Echampilli- etc. d ansare r e Latcfi t,) t \1:;

produce of wator and electricity and the moverarncs against

these dcv el.opmerrt projects come under third ce::tegr,ry.

Some movem'?nts sr-e based on access to water on the basis

o fo aste dis abili ties which are kept und c"r 1 ast categ0ry.

( 1 ) &J:cj. P-J'...2..!Jmt..!'1..'lV,QIDen.,ia I

(i) Pani PanchaYat

(ii) Sukhom aj arL

(iii) The Relegan Sidah1

(iv) The Peni March

( v ) Gr am ay an

(vi) Tarun Bhar at Baugh

(vii) Slliigli PGf)~lefs Dam

(2) An t.i:::-bJJJa..tjJ)PaMovem r3;1ts (include Fishermen Movenents):

(i) Swachh Gang a .Abh1yan

(1i) MoVeffiE,nt against Zcmri Agr0

(iii)

(iv)

(v:t

(v1) Kany akum ard March

(Vii) Ganga Mukti Ka 8angtlrsh

(Viii) India's Marine Fisher Folks Struggle




