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irrigated area Qf Punjab and Horyana, While excsss
nf water crested ecnlogicel destructirn in thsse cnses,
improper and unsustaineble usz of water in the arid :nd
semi=arid fegions gen2rated eecology mnvunicats in diffsrent
way, The enti-drought end desertificetinon movencnts
which are cglled water m-vemsnts in strict sense are
becoming particularly strong in th: dry avses »f
Mahar ashtrs, Karnataka, Rajasthan, Orissa etc, Scological
water use for survivel is Deing advocated by water basad
mnovements like Pani Chatna, Pani PanchaYat, Mukti Sangharsh
etes Ancther mejor movement originating from the escnlo-
gicel destruction of recourses by srowth basad develnpnent
is spreading all along the 7,000 km, longz coast line
of Indig, It is the movement of & siaall fishing commu-
nities against th: eenlogical destruction caused by
machanised fishing whoss instial profit motive is
Gestroyins the ccastal ecology and its iong term binlow
glcal prrductivity in a bizg way,.

ITI. Classification of People'ls movementrrelating

to water resource and water based resources,

To knew the detalls of these water mnvements I
Visited many NGOs ancé sncial action groups. Thero is
lack of documentation on the subject, I had approached
some activists who tnld me thet I cannot get any sys-
tematic informstion, It czn only be gathered from
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various articles and bnooks written on thc ecology ond
enviroment, It is scattered over a digjointed litera-
ture from where we tried to collect snme infermetiecn

and the same is produced in this paper,

Water is 2 nstural resource that is used for =
variety of purpnses, These include houschold consumption,
irrigation, energy production, large hydro-clectric
projects, micro~hydle snd weter nills, inddstry and

COmmOTrce,

For each of these use, there are a large number of
ussrs, This lecads to not only competing necds but

alsn to conflicts for access To a given resnurce,

The basic challenge of water resource management,
therefore, is notv only to develop adequate water resources
for different usesy but also to ensure their equiteble
shoring so that confliets in society arising from competi-
Tion for access erc also minimised. ZEquitsble sharing,
howevery does not simply mean equsl spportionment, but it
takes into account desired priorities within the diffzrent
uses. Conservation and pnllution control implies that the
aﬁailable woter is used nost efficiently, in the teche
nological and sneial sense, i,c. technoLégical efficiency
1n‘acccrdance with a defined seot of pficrities nf the

demnands,
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Keeping in view the above facts, wa can divide
the movemen®ts under the catsgrries of access, use =6
productivity, The other classificotion may be donc on
the ground of water as a re¢snurce snG water Based
resourg¢es, Fisnermen struggles‘etc, ¢ ome unéer the
latter eategnry, We can't put a mgVement into a partin
cular categery, Some movements are related to both
movement against water pollution of a river on the one
hand and moVement for the survival of fishermen on the
other, It would be betterAtf divide these movements '

umd er following categoriess

(1) Anti=drought Movements
(2) Anti-Pollution Movements (include Fishermen strugzle)
(3) 4nti-Dam Mcvements '
(4) Anti—Céste Movenents

The anti=crought and desertification movements
are becoming paiticularly strong in dry-areas of the
country, Bcological water use for survival is being
advoeated by ﬁater based movements like Pani Panchgyatl
etce such movements are put un&er first categery 1.c.
nf acceés to waters Some ﬁovements criginate from
the destruction of water resources through pollution
which are placed under second category, Thewxe are
‘also so many movemaﬁts of fiéhing commﬁnities’against

the ecological destruction in this country as their
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survival is based upon survival of fish, Such tyse f
movzments may also be plaaed under the sane catozory.

Tehri, Narmads, Inchampalli etc. dais are related ©o the

produce of water and electricity end the mrvements azainst
these development projects eome under third cstegrry,
Some movements are based on access to water on the basis

of caste disabilities which are kept undzr last category,
IIT. List of soms popular movement's on Water Resnurces

(1) Angd Drought Movementss
(1) Pani Panchayat
(ii) Sukhocnaj sri
(111) The Relegen Siddhi
(1v) The Pani March
(v) Gremayan
(vi) Terun Bharat Sangh
(ﬁii) Sangli Ponple's Dam

(inclucde Fishermen Movenments)s

(2) Mnti-Pollution.
(i) Swachh Ganga Abhiyan
(1i) Movement against Zauri agrs
(111) Movenent ageinst Orient Paper Mills
(1iv) Movement against Gwalior Rayons
(vi Moveinsnt against Harihar Polyfiber
(vi) | Kany akumari March
(vii) Ganga Mukti Ka Sanghirsh
(viii) India's Marine Fisher Folks Struggle





