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It is the E'vidEOC€ subsisting from: ancifnt

timl's in South India which off ~'r a chodc f' as to

t~f systffll of Manag~'f.1i:·r:t thc:t is n~~l'ssary for the

prot~tion and deVt'!0pmElOt of irrigation works.

Both the tnnk systEID and its Managenrnt are

anci E'flt, indig fnous. ~ a1 tE'mat.iv ~ systlm of

Managen.ent was exp('riment by the British

Colonial Govel'nr.1~t'Wll'~h failEd 1n its objf-'Ctlvf.

Th~' post Ino (f' end t'OC e exp ~:ri rne e proves that ~EI\

with 'the b~$t of 1n'tf!n't·ionS; thls aystE111dors not
.,. .

produ¢~ r(:su1ts. Th~' Q.JFstion is whether the

govl':i.T'JIltnt pow 1s px'wa:recj to rt)store propri etp:.-ship

bf th€tanks' t,o village ppnch.aya~.s. Wh11~ th()

?anchayats may not h~v~ today ,the solidity of

th~ 'sabha$~ of thE' mlddl~ ag~s~" wh1l~ the

socio FConomic and politica;l en'v~.ronrru'nt today

b.~longs to a diff PX'rnt age p.!tog ~tlH~r. Yft, the

Panchayats couj.d not do worse than the 'i).W. D.

and th f Rl-vtnut' b~artmet1ts have dane for the

last 200 years.

TheX'eis no altF:'metivE) to the rl-'Cognit1on

tllat th~ tan1( sy~tlm belongs to '+..hf village

?anchayats and must be re-turnf1Cl to thl1ll.
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