Corporation was severely ctiticised. Later, the
Ccorporation adopted an adjournment motion toO

record its strong resentment against ite <The
House took it as an affront to 1ts dignity and
authority. It was a breach of 1ts privilege as it
vas interference with the members freedom of speech
in the House. The House decided to impose a fine
of Rse 10,000 on the Corporation if it did not

rescind 1ts of fending rosolution. 136

progedyral

Lacn House has a Commicvtee of Privileges to
advise it in matters arfecting its powers, privileges
and immunities as well as those of its members and

committeas,.

At the commencemeut of a uew Lok Sabnha, or from
time to time, as the case may ne, the Speaker nominge
tes a Conmittes of Privilezes. 1Iinls committee is
to eonsist of not more than 15 memoerég. Tne Chairman
or tne Committee 1s nominated by the Speaker in
consul tation with the party leaders. 1he Deputy Speaker

when a member of the Committee functions as 1ts Chairmane
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Te function of the Committee 1s to examine
every question referred to it and detexrmine with
reference to the facts of each case whether a breach
of privilege is involved. I1f so, what is the nature
of the breach, what are circumstances leading to 1t?
The Committee may make such recommendations as 1t
nay deem fiQfQ The Committee may also state in its
raeport the procedure to be followed by the House in
giving effeet to the committee's ::eco:zmxendat;i.oms.‘gﬁ

After the report is presented to the House,
any member may move that the report be taken into
conslderation. 4ftertnat ths speaker may put the
question to the Houséf‘oHowever, Lefore putting the
question to the House, the Jpeucker may permlt a debate
on the motlon, not exceeding half an hour in duration,
Such devate is nod to refer to thes desails of the
report further than is necessary tu muke out a case
for the consideratlon of the report by the Housgi’ Af'texr
the motion o take the Commiitee's report into consie
deration is accepted to, any member may move that the
House agrees, or disagroes, or ujrees with amendaments,
with the rocounendations contained in the Committee's
report. M-
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A motion that the repcrt of the Committee
be taken into consideration is accorded the same
priority as 18 assigned to a matter of privilege
under rule 225(1), unless there has been undue delay
in bringing it for‘ward. However, when a date has
already teen fixed for the consideration of the report,
it shall be given priority as a matter of privilecge on

the day so appolited.

The Committae on “rivileges exercises an essen=
tially adjudicatory functicn. Thnis committee has a
special obligation to discharge 1ts functions objece
tively:igyé judicial approach and in 2 none=political
or non=partisan manner because, in a way, in deciding
vhether i1ts privilesge has becn infringed, the Judge
18 acting as a judze in hils own causes. The procedures
of the camuitiee must conform with the canons of
naiural justice. ‘Jnenever some one is arraigned hefore
the Jommlitee for breach of parliamentary privilege,
it 1s necessary that he be given a full and falr oppor=
tund 4y to defend himself and exnlaln his conduct.

Like any other comuittee of the House, the Commi=
ttee on Privileges has power to sumzon any witness through
an order signed by the Secretary. ihe witness may be

rejuired to produce such documents as are required for



the use of the Committee. IThe Ccmmittee alsc has
pover to send for persons, papers and records, If
any yuestion arices wrether the evidence of a person
or the production of a document is relevant for the
purposes of the Commi ttee, the gquestion is to be
referred to the Speacker whose decision is final, '“Y
The Commiitee has discretion (o treat any evidence

gl wn before the Committee as Secret or confidential. 'S
The Comnittee may administer oath or affirmation to a
witness examined before 1t9*eﬂefusal cf a witness to
take an oath or affirmatlon amounts to breach of

neivilese and contempt of tha Youse,

An issue of vrivilege can be ralsed by a member
on the floor of the House., . matter of privilege has
precedence over all other mat'te@ in the Jouse. AccOrde
ing to the pructice nrevalling in the Lok Sabha, after
a privilege issue is raised ia the House, the Speaker
invariably refers the matier to the person who is
accuged of infringinz the nrivileges of the House to
say what he has 1o say in the matter, After receiving

his explanation, the matter may be dropped there and

3. LeS. Kule 269.
Py LeSe Tiule 270,
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L.S. Rule 269(2)
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thens If not, the Speaker has to rule wheiher there
has been or not a prima facie Lreach of privilege.

If the Speaker xules that there is a priwa fucle case,
then the matier 1s referred to the Privileges Committee
for inquiry and repoxrte i'he Speaier mdy also suo moty
refer the matter of treach of privilege 1o the committee
for inguiry anl reporte ike Privileges Coummitiee has
ruled ikat a privilege watiter must be brought to the
notles of the liouse at tiie earliest opportunity

after the breach of privilege has occurred. If a
ceamber slecps over his right without any ostensible
reason, palulssion Lo raise tihe masier may be refused
by the Speakex-\.\« 711” vhe House so0 desires, 17 may consie
der ths 4qutssion of privilege itselr rather than rofer

shie Samg to the Comalttiee

iefasal on the pury Of a wituess cefore a Parlias
weniary Comul stee o auswer wiy qUous.ion which may be
put %0 nhda ic a coutewy . of the Louse aud an infraction
of i¢he uumdoudbied right of the llouse Lo cunduct an
ingairy wilcn way bo necessary i the public 1n’cerest.mg'
ulviyg of false evideuce before a cumnittee may also
invite pudsiwcnts A4S a resolutlion of the 1l2th Novemberxr

1546 of the liouse of Comrons sayss "Th.t iAf 1+ shall

W§. PilveDigevIl

\u¥ - lesoluiion passed by the ouse of Commons on
the 1.th Augusi, 1947.



appear that any person hath given false evidence in
any case befcre this Hlouse, or ony committee *hereof,
this House will proceed with the utmost severlity against

the offeuder.”

In some of the proceedings before the committee
of Privileges against the press, jquestions have arisen
as to the sourcde of information to the press, ITn such
matters, the press does not reveal its seciﬁj sources
of inforrm.:ion and the position is accepted&appreciated
by the Commlttee ard 1% does not nressurize the newsw
paper coancexrned to reveal its source. In some cases,
the Committee of the Housc of Coummons has stated that
the source giving the information to the press 1s more
culpable than the press puhlishing the information,
but the real culprlt could ot be punished as the

newspaper coucerued refusad to divulge the source. !'(

a0 Whes Thgy Ty o

W Sapra, heading 8, Ssc. 1V, gcﬁkcy}



