
PREFACE

The present study is the first in the series of studies proposed by the
Indian Law Institute on the legal aspects of the control and development
of water resources in India. This study was undertaken by the Institute at
the request of the Ministry of Irrigation and Power, Government of India.
New Delhi. The Constitution of India assigns a primary role to the states
to develop water resources in their respective regions. However, action
taken by a state to implement a water scheme has usually repercussions on
the other state or states. Therefore, a number of interstate water disputes
have arisen in India. The primary objective of this study is to suggest guide­
lines, both substantive and procedural, for solving these disputes. The book
discusses. inter alia, important interstate water disputes which have been
either settled or awaiting settlement, principles and machinery evolved in
other federal countries, particularly the United States of America, for settling
such disputes, position in international law with regard to the water disputes
amongst sovereign states, and the statutory provisions in India concerning
interstate water disputes. Finally, several recommendations arc made for
amending the Inter-Sate Water Disputes Act, 1956.

We are thankful to the Ministry of Irrigation and Power, Government of
India, for their cooperation and help in completing this study by the Institute.
Important data included in this study could only be procured through their
assistance. Dr. K.L. Rao, Minister for Irrigation and Power, Government
ofIndia, deserves special gratitude of the Institute for his assistance and vari­
ous invaluable suggestions in the preparation of this study. The Institute is
also grateful to Shri N.K. Saksena, Joint Secretary, Shri K.V. Rama Rao,
Deputy Secretary, and Shri R.t. Mohan, Under Secretary for helping us in
various ways. In spite of their preoccupations these officials were ready to
enlighten us on various points whenever we requested them for help.
However, I must hasten to add that the views expressed in the study do not
necessarily represent the views either of Dr. K.L. Rao or any other official of
the Ministry, and whatever errors and omissions found in the book are
the responsibility of the authors.

I am thankful to the other two co-authors, Dr. (Mrs.) Alice Jacob,
Research Professor of the Institute, and Shri Subhash C. Jain, Research
Associate of the Institute, for working with devotion on the book.
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