
PREFACE 

This book deals with judicial organization in the French Indian 
Establishments which consisted of the regions now forming the Union 
Territory of Pondicherry. It is intended to be mainly informative, the 
purpose being to familiarize common law lawyers with the various French 
institutions relative to the administration of justice. The study has been 
brought up to date by the inclusion of a chapter dealing with the changes 
effected after the cession of these Establishments to the Indian Union. 

The judicial organs delineated in the third section of the first chapter 
are those found in the territory immediately before the cession, so that 
names like Tribunal Superieur d'Appel and Procureur d? la Republique 
appear there. As the appellate tribunal was known as Com d'Appel for a 
very long time and the head of the parquet during this period was designa­
ted Procureur General, the latter names, in keeping with the language 
employed in the enactments, have sometimes been used in the book. The 
use of French words has occasionally been considered necessary owing to 
the difficulty of finding exact English equivalents for certain technical 
words. 

The excerpts given from unreported judgments of the Madras High 
Court are intended to indicate the sincere attempts made by the Court to 
administer justice according to French law, sometimes as modified by 
Anglo-Indian precedents and enactments. 

The debts I have incurred in writing this monograph are numerous. 
It is difficult, if not impossible, to mention all of them, as a number of 
persons have assisted me in one way or another in writing the book. I must, 
however, mention a few. Professor Rene David read the first draft of the 
monograph and made valuable suggestions. Similar assistance was rendered 
by Professor S.N. Jain, Dr D. Annoussamy and Sri J. Rassendren. Dr M. J.G. 
Ambroise, Sarvasri N. Krishnadattin, G. Cojandfvelou and N.K. Balagopalin 
read parts of the draft and made helpful comments. My discussions with 
M. Henri Durieux, Justices Sarvasri M. Ananthanarayanan, P. Ramakrishnan 
and S. Maharajan proved to be valuable sources of information and encour­
agement. Sarvasri N. Arunachalam and V.S. Ramakrishnan discussed with 
me various aspects of the changes made subsequent to the cession of the 
Establishments to the Indian Union. Dr P. Bezard, Sarvasri Ch. Rama-
krishna Rao, A.C. Menon, J. Stanislas, Abel Clovis, A. Manikame and 
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J. Antoine provided me with useful literature. Sri F. Cyril Antony not 
only supplied me with rare books, but also answered my various queries 
from time to time. Sarvasri L. Diagou, P. Nadarassin, R. Raghunandanan, 
S. Sivamani and Sushil Kumar assisted me with translation of French texts, 
Srimati P. Kalpakam in preparing the index, Sri Vikram Jeet in reading 
the proofs and Sri Kanti Ballabh in preparing the typescript for the press. 
I am grateful to all of them. 

JOSEPH MINATTUR 




