
(Kei'erence : Chapter X , Paragraph 3)

Statement showing languages in  use in the High Cowos/Judicial Commissioners'' 
Courts and S ubordinate Cochts.

APPENDIX VII

Sr.
No. Name o f  State

Languages used in High 
Courts/Judicial Commis

sioners’ Courts
Languages used in Subor

dinate Courts

Andhra

Assam

Part ‘ A  ’ States 

English

English

Bihar English

Bombay . . English

Madhya Pradesh English

Court language is Telugu. Bath 
English and Teiugu are used 
in proceedings. Judgments,. 
Decrees and Orders are in 
English.

Court language is English for all. 
purposes. Assamese is used, 
in proceedings in Courts in 
districts of Kamrup, Nowgong,. 
Sibsagar and Lakhimpur ; 
and Bengali in the district of' 
Cachar. Both Assamese and 
Bengali are used in Goal— 
para.

Court language is Hindi. Ben
gali has been retained as- 
additional Court language in 
Sadr A Sub-division o f  
Manbhum and Sadr, Pakur,., 
Rajmahal and Jamatra Sub
divisions o f Santhal Parganas- 
district. Proceedings are in 
regional languages, Judg
ments and Orders are in Eng
lish. Decrees are both in. 
English and Hindi,

Proceedin gs are in regional _ lan- • 
guages, viz. Marathi, Gujarati, 
and Karina da and, in Bombay 
City, in English. _ Judgments, 
and orders are in_ English. 
Decrees are in regional lan
guages and, in Bombay City,, 
in English.

, Court language's are Hindi andl 
Marathi. English is generally 

id for Judgments, Decrees
I Orders /also for recording 

charge against accused, 
irae to jury, deposition ol 

medical and other expert wit
nesses.
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Madras . . English Court languages are the regional 
languages, vis. Tamil, Malaya- 
lam, Kanarese and Telugu 
except in Madras City where it 
is English. Both English and 
regional languages are used in 
proceedings. Judgments, De
crees and Orders are in Eng
lish.

Orissa . . English

Punjab . . English

Both English and Qriya are used 
in proceedings.

Court language is Urdu. Both 
English and Urdu are used in 
proceedings. Majority of 
Judgments and Orders are in 
English and Decrees usually in 
Urdu.

10

Uttar Pradesh . English

West Bengal . English

Court language is Hindi. Hindi 
is used in proceedings. Judg
ments and Orders are in Eng
lish. Decrees are in Hindi.

Both English and Bengali (the 
latter more universally) are 
used in proceedings. Judg
ments and Orders stc in Eng
lish, and Decrees both in Eng
lish and Bengali.

Part ‘ B  ’ States

l l Hyderabad . Urdu, except for 
ments, Decrees 
Orders which ai 
English.

Judg-
and

Jammu and Kashmir. English

13 Madhya Bharat Hindi, except for Judg
ments, Decrees and 

rders which are in 
iglish

Court' languages are the regional 
languages, viz., Telugu, Mara
thi, Karmada and Urdu. 
Proceedings are in English 
and regional languages. Judg
ments and Orders are in Eng
lish.

Proceedings are recorded in Urdu 
or English.

Court language is Hindi. Hind 
is used in proceedings. Judg
ments, Decrees ana Orders 
are in Hindi except Judgments 
o f  Courts o f District and Ses
sions Judges in cases relating 
to offences punishable with 
de-th or imprisonment for 
life or in suits the value of 
which is Rs. 20,000 or more 
and in cases in which an 
important question o f law is 
involved and which is lifcely 
to go to the Supreme Court, 
which are in English.
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,14 Mysore

S 5  PEPSU

M6 Rajasthan

H7 Saurashtra

crees and Orders which 
are in English.

English . . . Court language is English, Both
- English and regional language, 

Kannada, are used in pro
ceedings. Judgments, De
crees and Orders are in Eng
lish.

Hindi and Punjabi, ex- Court languages are Hindi and 
cept for Judgments, De- Punjabi, the regional languages.

Proceedings are usually in re
gional languages. Judgments; 

* Orders and Decrees are ge
nerally ia English.

Hindi except for Judg- Court language is Hindi. Pro- 
ments, Decrees and ceedings are in Hindi. Judg-
Orders which are in ments, Orders and Decrees are
English. , in Hindi except those ot

Distrffct and Sessions Judges 
and Civil and Additional 
Judges which are in English. 
Decrees and formal order9 
are in Hindi.

English

rfflB Travancore-Cochin Malayalam except for 
Judgments, Decrees 
and Orders which are in 
English.

Proceedings are generally in 
Gujarati. Judgments, De
crees and Orders are generally 
in Gujarati, except in Courts 
of District an^ Sessions Judges 
and Assistant and Additional 
Sessions Judges which are ge
nerally in English.

Court languages are the regional 
languages, MalayalaJn and
Tamil. The regional lan
guages are used in proceedings. 
Judgments and Orders are in 
English. Decrees are in
variably in Malayalam.

Part ‘ C ’ States

VI9 Ajmer 

-ao Bhopal

ssi Coorg 

'32  Delhi

mo HA— 29

English 

English .

^English .

English a

Proceedings are in Hindi. Judg
ments, Decrees and Orders 
are in English.

Both English and Hindi are used 
in proceedings. Judgments, 
Decrees and Orders are in 
English. Hony. Magistrates 
sometimes use Urdu.

Both English and Kannada are 
used in proceedings.

Court language is Urdu. Hindi 
is additional Court language. 
English, Urdu and Hindi are 
used in proceedings. Judg
ments, Decrees and Orders are 
in English.
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23 Himachal Pradesh . English

24 K u tch

35 Manipur 

26 Tripura

VJ Vwdhya Pradesh

Gujerati, cxccpt for 
Judgments, Decrees 
and Orders which are 
in English,

English and Manipuri. 
English for Judgments, 
Orders and Decrees.

English

Hindi, except for Judg
ments, Orders and De
crees which are in Eng
lish,

Court language is English. Pro
ceedings are in Hindi. Judg
ments, Decrees and Orders are. 
generally in English, except,, 
that some Magistrates write- 
Judgmcnts and Orders ins 
Hindi.

Proceedings are in Gujerati,. 
Judgments, Decrees and Orders. 
are in Gujerati, except that; 
Judgments and Orders o f Dis
trict and Sessions Courts are 
in English.

Manipuri is mostly used in pro
ceedings.. Judgments, Orders, 
and Decrees are in English.

English .is the language of Courts, 
o f District and Sessions Judges . 
and o f Subordinate and Assis
tant Sessions Judges. Ben
gali, the regional language, is , 
used in all Civil Courts. Both 
Bengali and English are used1, 
in writing Judgments, Orders, 
and Proceedings as also in the 
transactions of other business- 
in the Courts o f Senior Deputy 
Magistrates and all other Ma
gistrates. Only English is. 
used in the Courts of District:- 
Magistrates and Additional:; 
District Magistrates.

Court language is Hindi. Pro- 
ceedings are in Hindi. Judg
ments, Decrees and Orders are_ 
in Hindi.

Part ‘ D  ’ Territories

28 Andaman and Nico
bar Islands.

Court language is English but, ati 
village and tehsil levels, Urdui 
is being used for certain pur
poses.

Note.— Judicial Commissioners’ Courts exist only in the Part ‘ C ’ States o f Ajmer,,. 
Bhopal, Himachal Pradesh,• Kutch, Manipur, Tripura and Vindhya Pradesh. There is- 
no such court in the Part ‘ D ’ territories.

♦Prepared on the basis of the information furnished by the different High Courts;- 
and the Courts o f the Judicial Commissioners in the country.


