
CHAPTER XIII

UNOPPOSED RETURNS

The law provides that if in a constituency the number of The law. 
contesting candidates who remain in the field after the with
drawal of candidatures equals the'number of seats to be filled, 
the Returning Officer shall declare all of them to have been duly 
elected to the seats. Similarly, if, at a later stage, as a result of 
the subsequent retirement of any candidates from the contest 
under section 55A of the Representatipn of the People Act, 1951, 
the number of the remaining contesting candidates becomes 
equal to the number of seats to be filled, the Returning Officer 
shall declare all such candidates to have been duly elected to fill 
the seats.

Most of the constituencies return a single member only. All 
others return two members each. One of the seats in each two- 
member constituency is reserved either for the scheduled castes 
or for the scheduled tribes, as the case may be. In a two- 
member constituency, therefore, unopposed returns would not 
necessarily be automatic merely because the number of contest
ing candidates equals the number of seats to be filled.

The following alternatives cover all possible contingencies Alternative cases 
. . . in two-member
in this regard : constituencies

(a) If, there is only one contesting candidate or only one 
remains after retirements in a single-member constituency or in 
a two-member constituency at the election in which one seat 
only is to be filled, that candidate is declared elected.

(b) If, in a two-member constituency, both seats are to be 
filled at the election, but there is only one contesting candidate, 
or only one remains after retirements, that candidate is declared 
elected to the reserved seat if he is a member of the scheduled 
castes or scheduled tribes, as the case may be, for whom one 
of the seats has been reserved. Otherwise, he is declared elected 
to the unreserved seat. In either case, a fresh election has to 
be held for filling the seat left unfilled.

(c) If, in a two-member constituency, both seats are to be 
filled at the election and there are only two contesting candidates 
or only two remain after retirements, they are both declared 
elected provided at least one of them belongs to the scheduled 
castes or the scheduled tribes, as the case may be, for whom 
one of the seats has been reserved.
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If both the 'remaining candidates belong to the scheduled 
castes or the scheduled tribes, as the case may be, it is decided 
by lot which of them is to be declared elected to the reserved 
seat. The other candidate is then declared elected to the 
unreserved seat.

If neither of the two remaining candidates belongs to the 
scheduled castes or the scheduled tribes, as the case may be, 
the election is a contested one and poll must be taken for elect
ing one of them to the unreserved seat. The reserved seat is left 
unfilled and a fresh election has to be held for filling it.

During the general elections in 1957, 12 candidates were 
returned unopposed to the House of the People and 48 to the 
State Legislative Assemblies. 4 candidates to the House of the 
People and 9 candidates to the State Legislative Assemblies 
were returned unopposed as a result of the retirement of the 
other contesting candidates. All the 12 candidates returned un
opposed to the House of the People belonged to the Indian 
National Congress. Of the candidates elected unopposed to the 
State Legislative Assemblies as many as 43 belonged to the 
Indian National Congress while the other 5 were independent 
candidates.

A statement of uncontested elections is appended at the end 
of the chapter. This excludes unopposed returns which resulted 
from retirements of all other contesting candidates.

All the three seats in the State Legislative Assembly allotted 
to the Naga Hills District of Assam were left unfilled in the first 
general elections held in 1951-52, the constituencies having failed 
to elect any members. All these seats were filled unopposed 
during the general elections in 1957, the candidate returned in 
each case belonging to the scheduled tribes for whom the seat 
was reserved.

STATEMENT OF UNCONTESTED ELECTIONS

A. House of the People

SI. Name of 
No. State.

Name of 
Constituency.

Name of elected j  Party 
candidate. affiliation.

(1) (2) (3) ■ (4) (5)

1. Andhra Pradesh Chittoor Shri M, V, Gangadhara- Congress 
siva.

2 ** Rajamundry Shri Datta Satyanara- „ 
yana Raju.

3. Vicarabad Smt. Sangam Lakshmi „ 
Bai.

4. Assam Darrang Shri Bijoy Chandra „ 
Bhagavati.
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SI.
N o .

N am e o f S ta te N am e  o f  
C onstituency.

N am e o f  elected 
cand idate .

P a r ty
affiliation.

a ) (2) (3) (4) (5)

5. A ssam C ach ar Shri N ib a ra n  C h a n d ra  
Laskar.

Congress

6. B ihar D a rb h a n g a Shri R am eshw ar Sahu »
7. M a d h y a  P ra d esh M an d la Shri M a n g ru b ab u  U ik e 5>
8. M ysore H assan Shri S iddan an jap p a

B . State Legislative Assemblies

1. A n d h ra  P ra d esh  B egam  B azar

2.
3.
4.

5. A ssam
6.
7.

9.
10.

11.

12. B om bay

13.

14.

15. K e ra la
16. M a d h y a  P rad esh

17.
18-
19. M ad ras
20. M ysore

21.
22...............................
23.
24.
25.

26.
27. O rissa
28. P u n jab
29. R a ja s th a n
30.
31.
32.
33.

34. U tta r  P ra d esh  . .
35. „  „  . .
36. „  „
37. ji „ . .

38. ,, ,, . .

39. W est B engal . .

B answ ada 
W an ap arth i 
N a g a rk u r-  

nool 
K o h iraa  
R up 'oh ihat 
D erg ao n  
N a g a  H ills 

C en tra l 
Jo rh a t 
L ak h ip u r

Mokokchung

Jo d iya

L im k h ed a

B ardo li

M anjesw ar
B indranaw a-

garh.
S ara ipali
A lo t
V illavankode 
S a m p a g a o n .

11 . 
A fza lp u r 
Serum  
S h ah p u r 
C h ahnag iri 
B a in iiu r

Sringeri
S aty ab ad i
Rewari
M a lp u ra
R a jg a rh
C h h a b ra
Sagwara,
R aisinghna-

g ar
Silhat
Tehri
D e o p ra y a g  
R a w a in ...

Kanth

C h o p ra

Shri J. V. N aras in g  C ongress 
R ao

Sm t. Seeta K u m a ri „
Shri P a d m an ab h a  R eddy  „
Shri P . M o h e n d ran a th  „

Shri Saitsuo A n g am i 
M aulav i M d . Id ris  
Shri R a m n a th  D a s  
Shri K helhose Sem a

Shri M oh idha r P egoo 
Shri R am  P ra sa d  

Choubey.
Shri I. C h u b a tem su  

A o.
Shri K an tila l P rem chand  

Shah.
Shri V irsingbhai K an - 

jib h a i N isa rta .
Sh ri K alyan jibhai 

V ithaljibhai M ehta.
Shri M . U m esh .R ao  
Sm t. Shyam kum ari

Shri la id eo  G a d a d h a r  
Shri M iyaram  
Shri M . W illiam  
Shri N a g n u r  M ugu tsab  

N abisab ,
Shri A n n arao  B a sap p a  
Shri Ja m ad en d a  Sarvesh 
Shri V iru p ak ash ap p a  
Shri K u d u r R u d ra p p a  
S hri Y. M an jay y a  

Shetty.
Shri K ad idal M a n jap p a  
Shri N ila k a n th a  D ass 
Sm t. S um itra  D evi 
Shri D a m o d a r  L a i Vyas 
Shri H a r i K ish  an  
Shri D h a n n a  L ai H a r it  
Shri B heeka B ha i 
Shri C huni L a i

D r . S ita  R a m  
Shri S ura t C h a n d  
Sm t. V inay laxm i S u m an  
S hri Ja y en d ra  Singh 

B isht.
Shri J iten d ra  P ra ta p  

S ingh.
Shri M o h a m m a d  A ffaque 

C h ow dhury .

Independen t
C ongress

In d ependen t

C ongress

In d ep en d en t

C ongress

Ind ep en d en t
C o ngress

In d ependen t
C ongress


