
ACT X  OP 1910.1

[18th March, 1910.1

-An A ct to consolidate and amend the law relating to the Indian
Museum.

W hbbeas it is expedient to consolidate and amend the law relating 
to the Indian Museum; It is hereby enacted as follows :—

PHEDIMIIIABY.
1, (2) Thia Act may be called the Indian Museum Act, 1910.
(S) It shall come into force on snch 2date as the G-ovecnor General ineno6nien.t. 

in Council, by notification in the GaEette of India, may direct.

Incorporation of the Trustees.

2. (I) The Trustees of the Indian Museum (hereinafter called the Constitution 
Trustees) shall b e -
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(>a) the 3[seven] persons for the time being performing the duties of fiheaSto 
of the following offices, namely ;—  Museinn.

(i) the Accountant General of Bengal;
(ii) the Principal, Government School of Art, Calcutta;

(iii) the Director, Geological Survey of India;
4[(iv) the Director, Zoological Survey of India] ;

(v) 'the Director General of Archaeology; 6*
6[(vi) the Superintendent, Archjeological Section of the 

Museum; and]
7(vii) the Officer in charge of the Industrial Section of the 

Museum;
ih) one other person to be nominated by the GoYernor Genetal in 

Council;
1 ]?or Statement of Objects and Reasons, Gazette o f  India,' 1909, Pt. V , p .‘’ 109’; ior . • -  . —  ...

■26th
ETho 1st June, 1910, see Gten. -B. and 0 ., ,V qL p.- 67,
5 This -word was an'bstituted for the word "s ix " by s. 2 of the Indian .Mnamln, 

{Amendment),Aet, 1922 ,(17 of 1922).
4 This olaase was substituted Tjy ibiA.
5-The w>rd “ and!’ twis omitted By ihid.
-6 This daiise' TW mBertsi ly  Jh'd,
7 OlauBe («i) was te-numberad (i/m) by ibid.
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(o) three other persons to be nominated by i[the Governor of Fort
William in Bengal] ;

(d) one other person to be nominated by the Comacil of the Asiatic
Society of Bengal -;

(e) one other person to be nominated by the Bengal Chamber of
Commerce;

(fj one other person to be nominated by the British Indian
Association, Calcutta;

ig) one other person to be nominated by the Syndicate of* the
Calcutta University; and

(fe) three other persons to be nominated by the Trustees.
(2) The Trustees shall be a body corporate, by the name of “  The 

Trustees of the Indian Museum,”  with perpetual succession and a 
common s§al, and in that name shall sue and be sued, and shall have 
power to acquire and hold properly, to enter into contracts, and to do 
all acts necessary for and consistent with the purposes of this Act,

(3) The nominated Trustees shall, save as herein otherwise pro­
vided, hold office for a period of three years :

Provided that the authority nominating a Trustee may extend hia 
term of ofB.ce for one or more like periods.

siinimum 3. (1) The powers of the said body corporate may only be exercised
llUD(ll)6r of
Trustees and SO long and SO often as there are nine members thereof.
quorum. quorum necessary for the transaction of business at a meet­

ing of the Trustees shall not be less than six,

Bowes to 4. If a nominated Trustee—appoint new
(a) dies, or
(b) is absent from the meetings of the Trustees for-more than twelve-

consecutive months, or
(o) desires to be discharged, or
(d) refuses or becomes incapable to act, or
(e) is appointed to perform the duties of any office specified in sec­

tion 2, clause (a),

the authority which nominated the Trustee may nominate a new Trustee- 
in. his place.

1 These ‘words yrere substituted for the words “the Liesitenant-Qovemor of Beng ”̂ 
by s. 7, Schedule fij of the BengaJI, Bihar and Orissa and Assam Uawa Act, 1912 (VII 
of 1912), Ben. Code, Vol. I.
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5, Prom the commencement of this Act the term of of&ce of aJl per- Vacation of 
,-̂ f sons appointed to be Trustees under the Îndian Museum Act, 1876.

shall cease. Trustees.

Property and powers of the Trustees.

6. (2) All the property, whether moveable or immoveable, -which at Piopatty
the commencement of this Act is held by the Trustees of the Indian
Museum constituted by the llndian Museum Act, 1876, on trust for the i.o40» « • cootpol w
piirpoBes of .the said Museum shall, together with any such property «ie ô uuateesi
•which may hereinafter be given, bequeathed, transferred or acquired 
for the said purposes, vest in the Trustees of the Indian Museum con­
stituted by this Act on trust for the purposes of the said Museum :

Provided that the Trustees may expend the capital of any portion 
of such property vv̂ hich may consist of money on the maintenance, 
improvement and enlargement of the collections deposited in, presented 
to or purchased for, the said Museum or otherwise for the purposes of 
the same as they may think fit.

(2) The Trustees shall have the exclusive possession, occupation and 
control, for the purposes of such trust, of the land specified in the 
schedule, including any buildings which may have been, or may here­
after be, erected thereon, other than those portions thereof which have 
been set apart by the Trustees for the records and of&ces of the Geologi­
cal Survey of India-

7. Subject to the provisions of any bye-laws made in this behalf, the to 
Trustees may, from time to time,—

Bell and
(a) deliver, by way of loan, to any person the \(̂ hole or any portion deafttoy _ 

of, or any article contained in, any collection vested in them 
under this Act;

<b) exchange or sell duplicates of articles contained in any such 
collection and taka or purchase, in the-place'of' 8ueh dupli­
cates, such articles as may in their opiiiion be' worthy of 
preservation in the Museum;

<c) present duplicates of articles wntainexl in any such (iblleetion 
to other Musetons in Britidi.India;.and

(d) remove and deaiaroy, apy firtiole iwntaiiiBdln .any such cpUection;
~ ~  ' Bended -by'-thistiiii
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Powee to 8'. (2) The Trustees may from time to time, with the pr6vioTis sane- 
tomato tioii of the Go v̂erilor Gfeneral in Goiincil, make hye-laws consistent -with- 
bye-laT̂ sj purpose necessary for the execution of their trust.

(2) In particular, almd witkoui prejudice to &e generality of tbe- 
foregoing power, such rules may provide for—

(a) the sunimoiiing, Holding aad fidjotirniaent of general aiid! special' 
meetings of tte Tt'efSt^^s;

(&•) tlie securitig of the attendance of.fetistee's ali such meelings;

(o) the provision and keeping of minute-books and aecount-books;

(d) the conij îlirig of caMogttes;

(e) the lending of articles contained in the collections vested in the
Trustees;

(/) the exchange and sale, and the presentation to other Museums 
in British India, of duplicates of articles contained in such, 
collections;

(g) the removal and destruction of articles contained in such collec­
tions; and

(fi) the general management of the Museum.

Power to d. Subject to such regulations and condiHons as may be prescribed 
fc'y them in this behalf, the Trustees shall appoint such officers and; 
servants as may be necessary or proper for the care or management" 
of the trust-property, and may assign to such officers and servants such 
pay as they may think fit ;

Provided that—
(a) no officer shall be appointed—

(i) if such officer is, at the date of his appointment, in India,
without the approval of the Governor General in Council, 
or

(ii) if such officer is not then in India, without the ap­
proval of the Secretary of State for India in Council; 
and

{b) no new office shall be created, and no salaries of officers shall 
be altered, without the previous sanction of the Governor- 
General in Council,

70 Indian Museum. [1910: Act X».



Duties of the. Trustees,

10. (1) The Trustees shall fumsh on or before the first day of Ti'ustees to 
December in each year—  furnishannttal re-

(a) to the Government of India a report of tlieir jeveral proceed-
ings for the previous financial year, and

(b) to such auditor as the Governor General in Goiincil appoints
in this behalfj accounts of all moneys expended by the
Trustees during the previous financial year, supported by
the necessary vouchers.

. (8) The Tnistees shall cause such report and accounts to be published 
annually for general information.

t i .  (1) The Trustees shall cause every article in the collections in Colieoti?B» 
the said Indian Museura formerly belonging to the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal and all additions that may hereafter be made thereto otherwise 
thafi by pturobase under section 6, to be marked and numbered and 
(rabject to the pro'^i^ons cbtitained in sections 7 and 16) to be kept and 
preserved in the said Museum with such iriJttks Jrfid numbers.

(8) An inventory of such additions shall be' made by the said Society, 
one copy whereof shall be signed by the Trustees and delivered to the
said Society, and another copy shall be signed by tie Council of the
said Society and delivered to the Trustees, and shall be kept by them 
along with the inventory delivered to the predeceBsors in office of the 
Trustees when the said collections were deposited in the said Museum.

12, All objects taken in exchange and articles purchased under sec- 
tion 7 and all moneys realised from sales made ,ia 'accord,ance ^ th  the «xehangeM 
terms of the same section shall be held on trust and subject to powa-s 
and declarations. corresponding as nearly as may be with the trusts, 
powers and declarations by this Act limited and declared. on trasf"*

Supplemental Provisions

SXV o£ 18. All officers and servants appointed Tin'dST ttiia Act shall Be deemed c6
to be public servants within the itte'dning of the , Indian ;:Penal Code ; l̂ e puille.' ' "  ̂ 86|?V833tiB i
and, so .far as regards'their'salaries, allowances'attd pensionej and theur ,
leave of absence from di t̂y, thejr. shall ibe subjSot .to :tte rules .which 
under the'Civil Service-Be^latiqns-’fdt thff'tiiae-being -in force W)tjld 

■be'applioabk if their service was e^be'todar'&bffermngnt
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Power to 
Trustees to  
keep oollec. 
tions not 
belongmg 
to thent.

Power to 
Trustees to 
part with 
certain pro­
perty in 
their posses­
sion.

Property iu 
colleotions 
on determin 
ation of 
trust.

14. Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained, the Trustees 
ma.y, if they think fit, m th the previous sanction of the Governor 
General in Council and subject in each case to such conditions as he 
may approve and to such rules as he may prescribe, assume the custody 
and administration of collections which are not the property of the 
Trustees for the purpoaea of their trust under this Act, and keep and 
preserve such collections either in the Indian Museum or elsewhere ;

Provided that, if the trust constituted by this Act is at any time 
determined, any such collections shall not by reason of their then being 
in the Indian Museum become the property of His Majesty.

15. The Trustees may, with the previous sanction of the Governor 
General in Council, and subject to such conditions as he may approve, 
deliver possession of the whole or any part of the property described 
in the schedule to such person as the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
may appoint in that behalf.

16. I f  the trust constituted by this Act is at any time determined,—
(a) the collections and additions mentioned in section 11 shall

become the property of the said Asiatic Society or their 
assigns, and

(b) all the other collections then in the said Indian Museum shall,
save as otherwise provided by section 14, become the pro­
perty of His Majesty.

17. [Repeals] Rep. Act X  of 19U, Sch. II.

THE SCHEDULE.
(See seeiions 6 and 15.)

Land bounded—
on the north side by the premises No. 2, Sudder Street, and by 

Sudder Street;
on the west side by Chowringhee Eoad and by the premises No.

29, Chowringhee Boad (occupied by the Bengal United 
Service Club);

on the south side by the premises No. 29, Chowringhee Boad, by 
Kyd Street, and by the Premises No. 4, Chowringhee Lane, 
and

on the east side by the premises No. 15, Kyd Street, and the pre­
mises Nos, 4, 3, 2 and 1, Chowringhee Lane, 

together with all buildings, roads and tanks existing or erected thereon, 
and all easements appertaining thereto.


